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Fig. 2. This view is toward the east. Photo: © 2015 R.W. Black

©2015 NJFrisch
Fig. 3. The approximate location of the Selden marker is shown in red.

Quick look:

Henry R. Selden
8402 ! Ridge Road (Route 104), north side,
viewer facing east.

Originally placed: 1932

By: New York State Education Department

1 Street number from 1967 Monroe County Historical Markers booklet.
[MoCoHistMarkerBk1t20150922.pdf]
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Fig. 4. This figure shows the
intersection of Lake Road (Route

19) and Ridge Road (Route 104) at
three different times in early Clarkson
history and are shown for sake of
comparison and potential relevance.

Maps shown are small sections

of entire Monroe County maps
downloaded from the United States
Library of Congress web site. The
names accompanying the dates in red
are the principal author or publisher
and have been added by the Museum.

Attributions, sources:
1887 Beers map

SR Title:
1887 Beers Map of Monroe County, New York.

Contributor Names:
Y J.B. Beers & Co.

- - = -

-_* .-_-_;F-'--Fs-_-e ':'c""'l-"'""‘-'—’f_ R o ""-":hf"'-—- Source:
o BN L) o http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmad/g3803m.
g ' 1000520

1858 Gillette map

Title:

Gillette’s map of Monroe Co., New
York : from actual surveys /

Contributor Names:

Browne, P. J.

Gillette, John E.

Stone, C.K.

Smith, Robert Pearsall, 1827-1898.

Source:
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3803m.
12000519

1854 Browne map
Title:
Map of Monroe County, New York /

Contributor Names:

Browne, P. J.

Gillet, A. G.

Smith, Robert Pearsall, 1827-1898.

Source:
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3803m.
1a000518
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Some Old Houses Of Monroe County --- Town Of Clarkson
Village of Clarkson

Henry R. Selden House — Present owner, Mrs. Hermance

This venerable looking brick house standing on the north side of the Ridge Road next
to the house on the northwest corner at Clarkson was built by Dr. Abel Baldwin. It was
stated in the history of Monroe County that Dr. Baldwin, who was then a tavern keeper,
built a brick house at the Corners in 1819. It has always been supposed that the present
brick house on the corner was meant, and that he built this house under consideration at
a later date, but careful examination of the facts seem to lead to a different conclusion.

It need not be doubted that Dr. Baldwin gave his only child, Laura, this house when
she married Henry R. Selden in 1834, but perhaps he did not build it for his daughter.
By 1834 the style of the house would have been distinctly old-fashioned. It was a much
older type of house than the one on the corner that Dr. Baldwin built for himself, and
that really means a great deal. It might have been the tavern that he turned over to Silas
Walbridge in 1825 for five years, when he, Dr. Baldwin gave up tavern keeping and turned
his attention to farming. For at some early period, he moved the frame tavern, built about
1816, away from his corner to a new location on the Lake Road.

Henry R. Selden was born in Lyme, Connecticut in 1805. He followed his brother to
Rochester, then a village in 1825, and studied law in the office of his brother, Samuel L.
Selden, and his partner, Addison Gardner. In 1830 Henry R. Selden was admitted to the bar
and immediately began the practice of his profession in Clarkson. He became the partner
of Simeon B. Jewett. It has been said that in the early days Clarkson was the seat of justice
for all surrounding country.

Mr. Selden conducted a small law school on his premises, and Theodore Bacon, one of
the ablest of Rochester lawyers, received his training in Clarkson under Henry R. Selden
and afterwards became his son-in-law. The Seldens had 12 children, six of them died in
early childhood.

A son, George Baldwin Selden, was an inventor and designed one of the earliest
automobiles, obtaining what was known as the “Selden Patent” which enabled him to
receive a royalty from all the manufacturers of motor cars for some years.

Henry R. Selden early became identified with politics and was elected lieutenant-
governor in 1856. Later, when his brother, Samuel L. Selden, retired as judge of the court
of Appeals, he was appointed to the vacancy. He left Clarkson for Rochester in about 1857.
He was considered on of the leading jurists of the State and also became one of the early
promoters of the telegraph. He died in 1885.

After Judge Selden moved to Rochester, successive owners of the house were Washington
L. Rockwell, Henry Clark, and Dr. Hermance.

Fig. 5. The text in this document

was copied and pasted with some
reformatting by the museum from a
pdf on-line document which itself was
a transcription[?] from the original
document by Helen Hastings.

Date of original document: 1938
Transcription: SUNY College at
Brockport Archives

Citation:

Hastings, Helen and Daughters of
the American Revolution, Brockport
Chapter, “Old Houses of Monroe
County” (1946). Local History Books.
Book 2, p.23

Source:
http:/digitalcommons.brockport.edu/
local_books/2

Courtesy:
Charlie Cowling, SUNY College at
Brockport Archivist
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Monroe Chapter D. A. R. 1937
Brockport, N. Y.
Name of Chapter: Monroe Chapter, Brockport, N. Y.
Location of Markers: Historic Ridge Road, Clarkson, N. Y. and Garland, N. Y.

Description: Three markers contributed by the State Department of Education, through
the agency of Monroe Chapter.

Date Placed: Oct. 1934.
Commemorating: Old Houstan Tavern, built in 1824.

Henry R. Seldon House, built in 1819. Henry R. Seldon was Lieutenant Governor and
noted jurist, and his son, the inventor of the Seldon patent of earliest automobiles.

Old Philips Boss House: Built in 1817. Phillip Boss was a pioneer of Clarkson, N. Y. a
cabinet maker by Profession and a noted portrait painter.

Fig. 6. The text in this document

was copied and pasted with some
reformatting by the museum from a
pdf on-line document which itself was
a transcription|?] from the original
document by Helen Hastings.

Date of original document: 1938
Transcription: SUNY College at
Brockport Archives

Citation:

Hastings, Helen and Daughters of
the American Revolution, Brockport
Chapter, “Old Houses of Monroe
County” (1946). Local History Books.
Book 2, p.100

Source:
http:/digitalcommons.brockport.edu/
local_books/2

Courtesy:
Charlie Cowling, SUNY College at
Brockport Archivist
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HISTORY MARKERS COMMITTEE

Garrett W. Roe, Chair
Richard W. Black
James C. Fallon
Norman J. Frisch
Brian S. Wilson

IMAGE SOURCES & CREDITS

See each caption.

PRODUCTION NOTES
Fig. 1 & 2. Camera: Canon 5D Mark II

Fig. 3. Drawn in Adobe Illustrator ™, derived from:
http://www.clarksonny.org/pdf/zoning-map/clarkson-zoning-map.pdf

Fig. 4. Each map was enlarged by Frisch until the approximate area
could be selected. Each map selection was then copied and placed in
one Adobe CS4 Photoshop ™ document—each map on a different
layer. Using transparency, each layer was rotated and scaled to match
each other, as best as could be done. Individual maps were then
arranges sequentially, the entire figure cropped, the map date and
name added, the layers flattened and the image saved as a 14.375"w x
28.375"h, 72ppi jpg file with “maximum” quality. The file placed in
this document is 31.2% of that size.

Fig. 5 & 6. All text was copied by Frisch directly from the on-line
source indicated, then pasted into this document. The on-line
document is believed to be a transcription, not a scan of the original
document. The font, and line spacing does not conform to the on-line
document, spellings do.

DOCUMENT NOTES

All images were placed in an Adobe CS4 InDesign ™ document by
Frisch. That document was then exported as a pdf file with 150ppi
resolution and compression at “high” quality.

GENERAL INFORMATION LINKS

New York State Historic Markers
http://www.nysm.nysed.gov/services/marker/srvmarkers.html

Gen web
http://www.mcnygenealogy.com/pics/index.php?/category/83
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